Who Say’s Seconds Don’t Count
	This year was a successful year for a Merrill girl, Karissa Gipple, and her horse, VF Yo Down. Karissa can be found every weekend competing either at her hometown’s shows, held at Chism’s Trail Ranch, or traveling as far as Jackson, Mississippi.  Karissa just returned from Willington, Ohio, where she captured the title of Youth IBRA (International Barrel Racing Association) Champion.  There were 500 competitors traveling from as far as Italy to race in the open class.  Karissa placed third out of the 500 racers, only losing by 5 one hundredths of a second. 
	Karissa also holds the title as the 2011 Wisconsin NBHA (National Barrel Horse Association) Youth State Champion.  Traveling to Minnesota in September, Karissa claimed the title of Youth URBA (United Barrel Racings Association) World Finals Champion.  Karissa also holds the title of the 2011 Cowgirl Tuff Youth Champion, runner up at the NBHA Great Lakes National Finals, and The Wisconsin State IBRA Champion.  Other events Karissa competes in are team barrel races.  Recently Karissa’s team won the Barrel Bash, held in Madison, WI. Karissa’s winnings include cash, along with saddles, horse breast collars, and jackets.
	Karissa is the daughter of Scott and Sandy Gipple, of Merrill.  She is the former Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo Queen, serving from January 2010 to June 2011.  She would like to give special thanks to her fierier, Dee Reyner, of Crivitz, WI.  Dee is credited with giving VF Yo Down ‘fast horse shoes,’ which has had Karissa setting arena fast time records and setting herself a half second ahead of any other of her competitors and winning the whole division. 
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